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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the application filed on 23 October 2001 . 

2. Claims 1-26 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 9, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims recite "the 
computer program product comprising computer code" is NOT equivalent to the 
computer readable medium. 

5. Claims 10, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is non-functional descriptive material and is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
Claims 10, 23 describe "a system comprising logic for..", which when read in light of 
specification amounts to nothing more than computer software void of a computer 
readable medium. See MPEP 2106(IV)(B)(1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the . 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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7. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bullard 
et al. U.S. patent # 6,405,251 B1. 

8. As to claim 1 , Bullard, Enhancement Of Network Accounting Records, discloses 
a method for reducing latency while handling network accounting records using an 
aggregator, comprising: 

(a) receiving records indicative of network events, wherein the records are 
received in an aggregator for the purpose of aggregating the records (Bullard, 

Fig. 1, item 13, Abstract); and 

(b) generating a command in response to the receipt of the records by the 
aggregator (Bullard, Fig. 27, items 678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682); 

(c) wherein services are rendered in response to the command with minimal 
latency (Bullard, specified period of time, or aggregation time interval, or aggregation 
period) caused by the aggregator (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 17-38; 
col. 12, lines 1-7; col. 14, lines 43-53; Fig. 14, item 320, col. 18, lines 1-11; Fig. 20, col. 
21, lines 39-64). 

9. As to claim 2, Bullard discloses, wherein the command includes a start command 
that is generated immediately before the aggregator generates a memory state in 
response to the receipt of records (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 17-38; 
Fig. 27, items 678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682). 

10. As to claim 3, Bullard discloses, wherein the command includes a start command 

that is generated immediately before other operations are performed by the aggregator 

i 

I 

.» 



Application/Control Number: 10/040,298 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2142 

in response to the receipt of the records (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 
17-38; Fig. 27, items 678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682). 

11. As to claim 4, Bullard discloses, wherein the command includes a start command 
that is sent immediately to a receiving device or module in a data collection system of 
which the aggregator is a component (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 17- 
38; Fig. 27, items 678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682). 

12. As to claim 5, Bullard discloses, wherein the start command is sent over a 
network utilizing at least one of UDP/IP, TCP/IP, and IPX protocol (Bullard, Fig. 27, 
items 678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682; col. 27, lines 30-35; col. 28, lines 8-39). 

13. As to claim 6, Bullard discloses, wherein the records are received over a network 
utilizing at least one of UDP/1 P, TCP/IP, and IPX protocol (Bullard, Fig. 27, items 678, 
676; Fig. 28, items 682; col. 27, lines 30-35; col. 28, lines 8-39). 

14. As to claim 7, Bullard discloses, wherein the records are received from 
information sources (Bullard, Fig. 1, items 12a-12h). 

15. As to claim 8, Bullard discloses, and further comprising determining whether any 
of the records is a signal, wherein the aggregation is evaluated in immediate response 
to the receipt of the signal to further minimize latency (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; 
col. 7, lines 17-38; col. 12, lines 1-7; col. 14, lines 43-53; Fig. 14, item 320, col. 18, lines 
1-11). 

16. Claim 9 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; therefore, 
it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 
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1 7. Claim 1 0 is corresponding system comprising computer readable medium claim 
of claim 1 ; thereforejt is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

1 8. As to claim 1 1 } Bullard discloses a method for reducing latency while handling 
network accounting records using an aggregator, comprising: 

(a) receiving records indicative of network events, wherein the records are 
received in an aggregator for the purpose of aggregating the records (Bullard, 

Fig. 1, item 13, Abstract); and 

(b) sending a command to a receiving device or module in a data collection 
system of which the aggregator is a component in response to the receipt of the records 
by the aggregator (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 17-38; Fig. 27, items 
678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682); 

(c) wherein services are rendered in response to the command with minimal 
latency caused by the aggregator (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 

17-38; col. 12, lines 1-7; col. 14, lines 43-53; Fig. 14, item 320, col. 18, lines 1-11; Fig. 
20, col. 21, lines 39-^4). 

19. As to claim 12, Bullard discloses a method for reducing latency while handling 
network accounting records using an aggregator, comprising: 

(a) receiving records indicative of network events, wherein the records are 
received in an aggregator for the purpose of aggregating the records (Bullard, 
Fig. 1, item 13, Abstract); and 
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(b) evaluating the records in immediate response to the receipt of the records 
to determine whether an update or stop command is necessary (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, 
lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 1 7-38; Fig. 27, items 678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682); and 

(c) wherein minimal latency is caused by the aggregator (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 
5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 17-38; col. 12, lines 1-7; col. 14, lines 43-53; Fig. 14, item 320, 
col. 18, lines 1-11; Fig. 20, col. 21, lines 39-64). 

20. As to claim 1 3, Bullard discloses, further comprising generating the update or 
stop command immediately in response to the receipt of the records if the update or 
stop command is necessary (Bullard, Fig. 27, items 678, 676; Fig. 28, items 682). 

21 . As to claim 1 4, Bullard discloses, wherein the command is sent immediately to a 
receiving device or module in a data collection system of which the aggregator is a 
component (Bullard, Fig. 6, col. 5, lines 7-21; col. 7, lines 17-38; Fig. 27, items 678, 
676; Fig. 28, items 682). 

22. As to claim 1 5, Bullard discloses, wherein the command is sent over a network 

I 

utilizing at least one of UDP/IP, TCP/IP, and IPX protocol (Bullard, Fig. 27, items 678, 
676; Fig. 28, items 682; col. 27, lines 30-35; col. 28, lines 8-39). 

23. Claim 16 is similar limitation of claim 8; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 8. 

24. As to claim 1 7, Bullard discloses, wherein the evaluation of the records includes 
determining whether a threshold is met (Bullard, col. 31, line 32 - col. 32, line 27). 

25. As to claim 18, Bullard discloses, wherein the threshold is user-configured 
(Bullard, col. 31, line 32 - col. 32, line 65). 



Application/Control Number: 10/040,298 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2142 

26. As to claim 1 9, Bullard discloses, wherein the aggregation is updated by marking 
one of the records that was last sent if an update threshold is met (Bullard, col. 31, line 
32 - col. 32, line 65; col. 33, line 14-55). 

27. As to claim 20, Bullard discloses, wherein the aggregation is stopped by resetting 
a memory state associated with the records if a stop threshold is met (Bullard, col. 31, 
line 32 - col. 32, line 65; col. 33, line 14-55). 

28. As to claim 21 , Bullard discloses, wherein the aggregation is evaluated 
periodically in addition to being updated in immediate response to the receipt of the 
signal (Bullard, col. 31, line 32 - col. 32, line 65; col. 33, line 14-55). 

29. Claim 22 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 12; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 12. 

30. Claim 23 is corresponding system comprising computer readable medium claim 
of claim 12; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 12. 

31 . Claim 24 is corresponding method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

32. Claim 25 is corresponding method claim of claim 1 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 1 . 

33. Claim 26 is corresponding method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1 . 
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34. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901 . The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 571-272-3896. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). _ ^ 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 




